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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

1956  is  a  year  in  which  the  Council’s  efforts  to 
improve  the  town  have  become  apparent  to  the  public; 
in  fact  it  is  a  year  of  noticeable  progress.  There  is  a 
new  fish  quay,  and  the  road  behind  this  is,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  being  re-made.  The  Council’s  post-war 
slum  clearance  scheme  has  started,  confirmation  of 
three  clearance  areas  having  been  received  early  in  the 
year,  and  of  other  areas  later  as  specified  below: — 


Stanley  Place — Boulby  Bank  .  24  houses. 

High  Walk  .  16  houses. 

Bank’s  Yard — Hamilton’s  Yard  .  18  houses. 

The  Crag,  Nos.  1  and  2  .  22  houses. 


The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd.  has 
opened  a  new  creamery  at  White  Leys,  not  far  from 
West  Cliff  Station,  and  this  is  a  fine  building  housing 
a  modern  plant.  Here  all  the  processes  belonging  to 
wholesale  dairying  are  carried  out  under  the  best 
conditions 

Of  course,  improvements  are  never  made  without 
some  dislocation  For  example,  the  fish  buyers,  the 
fishermen  and  the  harbour  staff  have  worked  under 
difficulties  during  the  construction  of  the  fish  quay,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year  they  still  have  no  fish  shed  in 
which  to  conduct  the  business  of  selling  the  fish. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

B.  SCHROEDER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

District  Health  Office, 

Grape  Lane, 

Whitby. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY,  1956. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

Population — 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  mid-1956?  ...  11,520 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1957  .  £159,078 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — £567. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  _ 

.  84 

79 

163 

Illegitimate 

.  1 

2 

3 

Totals  . 

.  85 

81 

166 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ..  14.4 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  .  15.4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

England  and  Wales  .  15.7 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Still  Births — Legitimate  .  6  2  8 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Totals  .  6  2  8 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  45.9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births, 

England  and  Wales  .  23.0 

Deaths  of  Infants  Binder  one  year — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  .  3  3  6 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Totals  .  3  3  6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 

births  . 36.1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 
births,  England  and  Wales 


23.8 
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Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  old — 

Legitimate  .  12  3 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Totals  .  12  3 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  .  105  78  183 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  15.9 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  .  13.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  pouulation, 

England  and  Wales  .  11.7 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1956. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  Classification: — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory .  1  —  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  3  3  6 

Malignant  neoplasms,  lung,  bronchus  7  —  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  —  5  5 

Other  malignant  and  infective 

neoplasms  .  11  7  18 

Diabetes  .  1  —  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  15  16  31 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  16  5  21 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  1  1  2 

Other  heart  disease  .  21  20  41 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  1  2  3 

Influenza  .  1  —  1 

Pneumonia  .  5  —  5 

Bronchitis  .  7  4  11 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  1  —  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  2  —  2 

Congenital  malformations  .  2  1  3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  5  10  15 

Motor  vehicles  accidents  .  —  —  — 

All  other  accidents  .  4  3  7 

Suicide  . ••• .  1  1  2 


105  78  183 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS— MALES 
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COMMENT  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  the  Still  Birth 
Rate,  the  Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year,  and  the 
corrected  death  rate  are  all  worse  than  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales. 

RESULTS  OF  WATER  SAMPLES. 

During  the  year  21  water  samples  were  taken,  17  of 
which  were  Class  I.,  one  in  Class  II.,  one  in  Class  III., 
and  two  in  Class  IV. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

The  Harbour  Master  has  kindly  given  the  following 
particulars: — 

Outside  Vessels  using  the  port  in  1956. 

121  Yachts  and  private  craft. 

75  Scotch  fishing  vessels. 

59  Dutch  fishing  vessels. 

Jan.  24th. — “Fosdyke  Trader.” 

Feb.  16th.— H.M.S.  “Squirrel.” 

Mar.  1st. — Seine  netter  “Janet,”  H.L.6. 

Mar.  3rd. — Seine  netter  “Alexandra,”  GY.  432. 
Mar.  11th. — Seine  netter  “Lady,”  H.509. 

Mar.  22nd. — M.V.  “Raycreek”  (for  repairs). 

May  10th. — Research  vessel  “Onaway.” 

May  12th.— “Olive  May.” 

May  14th. — Seine  netter  “Alexandra,”  GY. 432. 
June  14th. — Seine  netter  “Kis,”  HL.77. 

June  29th. — “Olive  May.” 

July  21st. — Seine  netter  “Ann’s.” 

July  29th. — “Olive  May.” 

Aug.  2nd. — Dredger  “Sheila.” 

Aug.  11th. — Seine  netter  “P.  Marbeck.” 

Sept.  6th. — “Olive  May.” 

Oct.  16th. — Seine  netter  “Nordland,”  HL.19. 
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Nov.  3rd. — Seine  netter  “Nordland,”  HL.19. 
Nov.  12th. — Seine  netter  “Floto,”  GY.277. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 

Infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows: — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  43 

Measles  .  265 

Pneumonia  .  5 

Erysipelas  . 1 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1956. 

During  the  year  7  cases,  6  males  and  1  female,  were 
notified  as  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  1 
female  as  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

One  death,  of  a  male,  was  recorded  during  the  year. 
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HOSPITALS. 

The  Hospitals,  in  Whitby  are  administered  by  the 
Scarborough,  Bridlington,  Malton  and  Whitby  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee: — 

(1)  WAR  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  an  Outpatient  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(2)  ST.  HILDA’S  HOSPITAL. 

Specially  equipped  for  the  care  of  the  aged  sick. 

(3)  ESKDALE  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  a  Maternity  Ward. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Scarborough  and  Middlesbrough  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospitals  are  available  for  the  admission  of 
cases  requiring  isolation. 

Special  arrangements  are  made  for  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE 
AREA  BY  THE  NORTH  RIDING  COUNTY 

COUNCIL. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  are  held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby,  each  week,  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  respectively. 

The  Mount  I.W.C.  at  Helredale  is  open  on  alternate 
Thursdays  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

When  required,  patients  attending  these  Clinics 
may  be  referred  to  the  following  special  clinics,  also 
held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby: — 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic. 

Eye  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 
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Midwifery. 

The  Whitby  Urban  District  is  served  by  one 
domiciliary  midwife: — 

Nurse  W.  Bretherick,  10b,  Well  Close  Square.  Tel. 
No.  Whitby  963. 

She  is  relieved  on  the  West  side  by  Nurse  E.  M. 
Garbutt,  Lythe  (Tel.  No.  Sandsend  273),  and  on  the 
East  by  Nurse  L.  Sanders  (Tel.  No.  Robin  Hood’s  Bay 
367),  who  at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report,  was 
about  to  leave  the  district. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  is  available  to  any  patient 
who  desires  it. 

Health  Visiting. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  for  this  district,  and 
their  first  duty  is  the  visiting  of  homes  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  young  children.  It  is 
their  duty  to  visit  every  home  where  there  is  a  child 
below  school  age,  so  that  the  mother  may  be  encouraged 
to  discuss  even  the  most  trivial  worry  with  the  Health 
Visitor,  who  may  then  re-assure  her  or  get  her  to  seek 
expert  advice. 

In  addition,  they  visit  and  advise  expectant  or 
nursing  mothers,  persons  suffering  from  illness, 
including  tuberculosis,  and  aged  persons. 

Home  Nursing. 

When  called  for  by  the  family  doctor,  the  District 
Nurse  will  attend  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their 
own  homes.  The  Whitby  Urban  District  is  served  on 
the  West  Side  by  Nurse  E.  M.  Garbutt  (Tel.  No. 
Sandsend  273)  and  on  the  East  by  Nurse  L.  Sanders 
(Tel.  No.  Robin  Hood’s  Bay  367),  who  at  the  time  of 
preparation  of  this  report  was  about  to  leave  the  district. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  undertaken  by 
the  family  doctors.  Others  who  find  it  inconvenient  to 
attend  their  own  doctor’s  surgery  come  to  the  Clinic, 
Grape  Lane,  Friday  morning  at  11  a.m. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  numbers  dealt 
with  in  the  combined  area,  Whitby  Urban  and  Rural 
districts,  were  as  follows: — 
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Immunisations. 

Primary  Refresher 

Under  5  years  220  10 

5 — 14  years  ...  26  43 

Over  15  years  —  — 


Primary 


Vaccinations. 

Re-vaccina¬ 

tions. 


2 

7 


The  total  numbers  of  children  immunised  at  any 
time  up  to  31st  December,  1956,  were  as  follows  : — 


Under  5  years  .  774 

5 — 14  years  .  2,596 


1,330  children  born  from  1947-54  were  registered  for 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis,  but  owing  to 
restricted  supplies  of  vaccine  very  few  children  had 
received  their  two  injections  by  the  end  of  1956. 


Ambulance  Service. 


One  large  ambulance  and  two  light  ambulances 
(utiiicons)  are  now  housed  in  a  garage  off  Stakesby 
Road,  Whitby. 

Occasionally  Miss  Bruce  and  her  helpers  in  the 
Hospital  Car  Service  have  helped  the  ambulance 
service,  and  assistance  has  also  been  given  by  members 
of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

Helps  are  provided  when  necessary,  and  20  cases 
in  the  Urban  District  received  assistance  during  1956. 

Payment  for  the  service  of  a  domestic  help  depends 
on  income,  and  necessary  expenses,  and  varies  from  a 
possible  full  rate  of  3s.  Od.  an  hour  to  a  free  service. 

Mental  Health  Services. 

The  Mental  Health  Services  are  administered  direct 
by  the  County  Council.  The  Duly  Authorised  Officer 
for  the  area  is  Mr.  T.  R.  Groves,  District  Welfare 
Officer,  Grape  Lane,  Whitby.  Tel.  No.:  Whitby  235. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

An  active  Voluntary  Care  Committee  serves  the 
needs  of  the  area,  its  chief  functions  being  to  provide 
extra  nourishment,  clothing,  bedding,  medical  comforts, 
nursing  equipment,  etc.,  and  to  do  everything  possible 
for  the  welfare  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
and  other  illnesses. 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Care  Committee,  Mr.  K. 
Birdsall,  has  kindly  prepared  the  following  extract 
from  his  Annual  Report: — 

The  work  of  the  Care  Committee  during  the  year 
ended  March  31st,  1957,  included  the  following: — 


Tuberculosis  : 

Six  patients  received  extra  nourishment,  consist¬ 
ing  of  24  tins  Ovaltine,  6  bottles  Horlicks  and  32  jars 
Bovril. 

Travelling  expenses  paid  to  relatives  of  patients  in 
Fairfield  Sanatorium  and  Driffield  Sanatorium  on  23 
occasions. 

Bedding  supplied  to  two  patients. 

Second-hand  radio,  and  licence,  supplied  to  two 
male  patients  (brothers). 

Patient  helped  with  payment  for  domestic  help. 

Clothing  and  footwear  supplied  to  ex-sanatorium 
patient. 

Occupational  Therapy  —  Rug-making  materials 
supplied  to  two  patients.  Lampshade  making  materials 
supplied  to  one  patient. 


Christmas  Gifts  to  Tuberculosis  Patients  : 

Christmas  gifts  of  £1  postal  orders  were  sent  to  19 
patients. 

Other  Illnesses  : 

Travelling  expenses  paid  to  relatives  of  patients  in 
hospitals  in  Leeds,  York  and  Scarborough  on  nine 
occasions. 

Shoes  provided  for  young  child  after  poliomyelitis 
on  four  occasions,  and  one  pair  repaired. 

Clothing  provided  for  boy  being  admitted  to  an 
Open  Air  School. 

Patient  helped  with  payment  for  domestic  help. 

Milk  and  eggs  supplied  to  patient  for  period  of  six 
months. 
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Equipment  Loaned  Out : 

Dunlopillo  Mattresses  .  5 

Bed  Rests  .  8 

Bed  Cradles  .  2 

Air  Rings  .  3 

Invalid  Chairs  .  6 

Rubber  Sheets  . .  12 

Bed  Blocks  .  3 

Crutches  .  2 

Other  Items  .  9 

Chiropody  Service : 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957,  97  patients 
paid  774  attendances  for  treatment. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

and 

CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 
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The  Public  Health  Department, 
The  Council  Offices, 

St.  Hilda’s  Terrace, 
Whitby. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  an  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  in  my  Department  for  the  year 
1956. 

Housing  in  all  its  forms  has  remained  a  major  duty 
during  the  year,  and  good  progress  continues  to  be 
maintained.  The  enthusiasm  which  the  Council 
displays  in  Housing  is  a  great  encouragement  to  the 
Officers  whose  duty  it  is  to  carry  out  the  Programme. 

It  would  be  quite  easy  in  a  town  such  as  Whitby 
to  allocate  the  whole  time  duties  of  one  Inspector  to 
Food  Hygiene.  The  task  is  one  of  tremendous  propor¬ 
tions  and  constant  vigilance  is  required.  Good  progress 
has  been  made  with  structural  alterations  and  provision 
of  necessary  equipment,  but  in  my  opinion  the  personal 
hygiene  habits  of  food  handlers  is  all  important. 
Constant  visits  and  observation  is  necessary  to  secure 
the  observance  of  the  Regulations  covering  the  hygienic 
handling  of  food. 

An  increased  number  of  animals  slaughtered  is 
recorded,  and  in  the  very  near  future  earnest  consider¬ 
ation  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  facilities  provided  for 
this  ever-increasing  business.  It  is  hoped  that  during 
the  coming  year  guidance  from  the  Government  on  this 
matter  will  be  forthcoming. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  the 
Council,  and  all  the  staff  for  their  unstinting  help  and 
guidance  in  matters  appertaining  to  the  Department, 
all  of  which  have  made  the  year’s  working  a  happy  and 
pleasurable  one. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  EATOUGH, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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STATISTICAL  RECORD  OF  WORK. 

Number  of  Complaints  Received  .  164 

Number  of  Nuisances  Found  .  89 

Number  of  Nuisances  Remedied  .  90 

Number  of  Nuisances  Outstanding  at  December 

31st,  1956  9 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  .  28 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  .  3 

VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 

Housing — Slum  Clearance  .  165 

Improvement  Grants  .  88 

Allocation  .  55 

Assessment  .  136 

Miscellaneous  .  28 

Food — Premises  .  255 

Unsound  Food  . 56 

Abattoir  (Meat  Inspection)  .  382 

Dairies  .  11 

Nuisances — Visits  and  Re-Visits  .  240 

Drains  and  Sewers  . 60 

Rodent  Control  . 54 

Vermin  Infestation  .  5 

Smoke  Observations  .  4 

Public  Cleansing — Refuse  Collection  .  19 

Refuse  Disposal  .  45 

Depot  .  14 

Tip  .  19 

Conveniences  .  41 

Camping  Sites  . . .  9 

Factories  . : .  23 

Licensed  Premises  . .  10 

Infectious  Diseases  . 8 

Theatres  and  Cinemas  .  4 

Swimming  Pool  .  12 

Marine  Stores  . 5 

Petrol  Installations  .  11 

Miscellaneous  .  20 

Following  the  usual  practice  of  the  Department 
only  one  “visit”  is  recorded  for  each  premise  inspected, 
irrespective  of  any  other  work  carried  out  at  the  same 
time.  During  the  year  the  number  of  evening  meetings 
attended  amounted  to  51,  which  in  total  amounted  to 
some  86  hours. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Whitby  Waterworks  Company  continue  to 
supply  and  distribute  water,  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  which  has  given  no  cause  for  concern  throughout  the 
year.  Regular  chemical  and  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  are  made  to  ensure  purity,  the  records  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

No  extension  of  water  mains  has  taken  place 
during  the  year. 

SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 

The  renewal  of  the  Pier  Road  Sewer  will  prove  a 
boon  to  those  people  whom  it  serves,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  attention  will  soon  be  given  to  the  several 
other  places  where  sewer  works  are  a  pressing  need. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  action  has  been  required  to  deal  with  pollution 
in  non-tidal  waters. 


SHOPS. 

There  has  been  no  need  for  any  action  under  the 
relevant  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts.  A  survey  of 
shops  is  urgently  required  to  provide  a  picture  of  the 
position.  It  is  hoped  to  carry  out  this  survey  in  the 
coming  year. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

The  four  private  sites  licensed  for  83  caravans  have 
been  well  conducted,  the  owners  as  always,  being 
helpful  and  co-operative.  More  and  more  local  author¬ 
ities  are  providing  camp  sites  to  cope  with  the  ever- 
increasing  demand,  and  it  is  felt  that  a  golden  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  encourage  more  holiday  makers  to  the  town 
is  being  lost  by  not  providing  more  facilities  for  this 
demand. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  registered  in  the 
area. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS. 

Due  to  the  weather,  the  open  air  pool  at  Happy 
Valley,  was  little  used. 

Regular  testing  showed  efficient  chlorination  at  all 
times. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Ample  accommodation  is  provided  in  all  parts  of 
the  town,  particularly  those  frequented  by  holiday¬ 
makers. 

Misuse  and  defacement  has  caused  much  concern 
and  increases  the  maintenance  costs  considerably. 

It  is  regretted  that  due  to  cost  it  was  not  found 
possible  to  tile  the  walls  where  much  defacement  takes 
place. 

The  all-night  opening  of  New  Quay  and  Khyber 
Pass  Conveniences  has  proved  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES. 

There  are  76  powered  and  12  non-powered  factories 
on  the  Register.  Eleven  special  visits  were  made  to 
these  premises,  but  many  more  visits  were  made  in 
other  connections  due  to  the  composite  nature  of  these 
premises.  Informal  action  where  necessary  was  always 
satisfactory. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Four  timed  observations  have  been  made,  each 
without  cause  for  complaint.  Considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  one  difficult  case  has  been  noted,  and  the  year 
has  passed  without  a  complaint.  In  another  instance  a 
replacement  factory  has  been  built  with  modern  oil- 
fired  furnaces,  which  cause  no  trouble. 

VERMIN  INFESTATION. 

Again  on  no  occasion  have  bed  bugs  been 
encountered  during  the  year. 

Fleas  are  fairly  common,  but  with  the  widespread 
use  of  modern  insecticides  this  insect  should  eventually 
disappear. 

Cockroaches  are  also  widespread,  particularly  in 
property  near  the  river.  Again  modern  insecticides 
provide  efficient  control. 
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In  the  case  of  5  complaints  of  vermin,  clearance 
was  effected  in  a  short  time. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  part-time  operator  dealt  with  65  complaints, 
involving  178  visits. 

Mice  again  are  the  major  cause  for  complaint,  and 
difficult  to  eradicate  in  individual  premises.  Block 
treatment  is  the  only  satisfactory  answer,  but  is  a  great 
time  consumer. 

Free  service  is  available  to  domestic  premises. 

The  officially  recommended  methods  and  poisons 
are  used  in  all  treatments  with  completely  satisfactory 
results. 


HOUSING. 

Reasonable  progress  with  Slum  Clearance  has  been 
achieved.  Confirmation  of  three  areas  was  received 
early  in  the  year.  Application  for  Compulsory  Pur¬ 
chase  Order  on  three  further  Areas  was  made,  two  of 
these  being  the  subject  of  a  hearing,  and  the  third  Area 
resulting  in  a  Public  Enquiry.  Confirmation  of  one  of 
the  Areas  subject  to  the  hearing  was  received  later  in 
the  year. 

Fifty-six  new  houses  were  completed  by  the 
Council,  and  29  by  private  enterprise. 

The  housing  application  list  stood  at  311  applicants 
within  the  Urban  area  at  the  end  of  1956. 

Twenty-five  applications  for  improvement  Grants 
were  dealt  with,  20  being  approved,  and  5  disapproved. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

No  alteration  to  this  service  has  been  made  during 
1956,  and  regular  weekly  collections  are  maintained. 

A  point  worthy  of  note  in  this  direction  is  the 
change  in  the  character  of  household  refuse  which  is 
tending  to  become  lighter  and  *  bulkier.  Larger 
capacity  vehicles  are  the  answer  to  this  problem,  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  Council’s  order  of  a  16/18  cubic 
yard  vehicle  for  this  purpose. 

A  total  of  3,962  loads  of  refuse  were  dealt  with  at 
the  Disposal  Plant  during  the  year.  Of  these,  3,263 
loads  were  from  the  Urban  area,  brought  in  by  our  own 
freighters,  30  were  brought  in  by  an  individual,  165 
from  the  Rural  District,  and  504  by  local  tradespeople, 
which  figure  includes  104  by  our  own  disposal  vehicle. 
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SALVAGE. 


The  sales  of  salvage  for  1956  were  as  follows: — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Cinders  . 

153 

13 

0 

147 

16 

6 

Bones  . 

1 

13 

7  st. 

16 

19 

5 

Clinker  . 

376 

5 

0 

69 

16 

6 

Screenings  . 

513 

0 

0 

82 

7 

0 

Baled  Tins  . 

118 

6 

0 

841 

14 

10 

Textiles  . 

1 

13 

5^  st. 

43 

10 

6 

Cullet  Glass  . 

26 

9 

0 

97 

2 

9 

Paper  . 

80 

5 

3 

636 

2 

1 

Scrap  Metal  . 

21 

19 

0 

107 

11 

5 

Non-Ferrous  Metals  .. 

10 

71b. 

52 

7 

6 

Bottles  and  Jars  . 

604 

dozen 

18 

2 

10 

Miscellaneous  . 

7 

16 

9 

£2,121  8  1 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  at  the  Stakesby  Abattoir  amounted  to  15,034, 
an  increase  of  2,036  animals  in  comparison  with  1955. 
Condemned  meat  amounted  to  24,001  lbs.  Condemned 
food  is  disposed  of  by  burning  or  supplying  to  kennels, 
with  the  full  agreement  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Routine  inspection  for  cysticercosis  was  under¬ 
taken,  but  again  no  evidence  of  this  disease  was  found. 

382  visits  were  made  to  the  Abattoir  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  meat,  involving  265  hours  over¬ 
time  on  208  evenings,  52  Saturday  afternoons,  and  3 
Sundays.  This  work  again  made  considerable  inroads 
into  your  Inspector’s  private  time. 

The  improvements  brought  about  at  the  Abattoir 
have  no  doubt  reduced  complaints  to  a  minimum. 

A  considerable  rat  infestation  of  the  land  surround¬ 
ing  the  Abattoir  was  very  effectively  dealt  with  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  since  when  no  signs  of  rats  have 
been  evident. 


25 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 


in  whole  or  in  part. 
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Number  killed  (if 


known)  . 

1,515 

300 

618 

6,477 

6,124  — 

Number  inspected  .... 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

1,515 

300 

618 

6,477 

6,124  — 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

6 

4 

2 

9 

—  — 

condemned  . 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  or 

171 

43 

2 

31 

209  — 

Cysticerci . 

Tuberculosis  only: 

11.67 

15.66 

0.64 

0.61 

3.41  — 

Whole  carcases 

condemned,  . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

6 

10 

9  — 

was  condemned  . 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected 

87 

72 

267  — 

with  Tuberculosis  ... 

6.13 

27.33 

— 

— 

4.5  — 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration  . 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . 


OTHER  FOODS. 

Considerable  work  has  been  carried  out  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  Excluding  boarding  houses 
and  hotels,  there  are  177  premises  handling  food  of 
some  description,  and  by  the  end  of  1956  most  of  these 
had  been  visited  in  connection  with  the  Regulations, 
involving  some  255  visits.  To  keep  up  with  this  task 


Horses. 
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calls  for  almost  superhuman  efforts,  and  it  will  indeed 
be  a  happy  day  when  it  can  be  reported  that  all 
premises  comply  with  the  equipment  and  structural 
requirements  of  the  Regulations.  Even  when  this  posi¬ 
tion  is  achieved,  much  depends  on  the  personal  habits 
of  the  food  handlers  and  their  employers. 

ff 

*  -Only  one  person  is  manufacturing  ice  cream,  and 
the  premises  comply  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treat¬ 
ment)  Regulations,  1947.  The  time  is  long  overdue 
when  the  tremendous  trade  in  Iced  Lolly  manufacture 
should  be  standardised  and  subject  to  a  similar  control 
as  ice  cream. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  food  premises  in  various 


categories: — 

1.  Cafes  and  snack  bars  .  24 

2.  Cafes/confectioners’  shops  . .• .  2 

3.  Cafes/ confectioners’  shops /bakehouses  .  1 

4.  Bakehouses  .  1 

5.  Bakehouses/ confectioners’  shops  .  5 

6.  Confectioners’  shops  .  4 

7.  Fish  and  chip  shops  .  7 

8.  Fish  and  chip  shops/cafes  .  7- 

9.  Butchers’  shops  .  16 

10.  Greengrocers’  shops  .  13 

11.  Grocers  and  general  mixed  shops .  49 

12.  Grocers/dairies  .  3 

13.  Kipper  curing  . 2 

14.  Preparation  of  shell  fish  .  1 

15.  Manufacture  of  ice  cream  .  1 

16.  Manufacture  of  mineral  waters  .  1 

17.  Sweet  shops  .  24 

18.  Wet  fish  shops  . 5 

19.  Flour  milling  .  1 

20.  Dairies  . 1 

21.  School,  hospital  and  other  kitchens  .  9 


Total  .  177 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 

During  the  year  the  following  items  of  food  were 
surrendered  to  me  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption: — 

Canned  Meat  .  64  cans, 

totalling  209  lbs.  9|  ozs.  in  weight 


Canned  Vegetables  . 

...  104  cans 

Canned  Fruit  . 

...  167  cans 

Canned  Fish  . 

6  cans 

Condensed  Milk,  Cream,  etc . 

Imported  Chilled  Beef . 

. ..  17  lbs. 

Prawns  . 

. . .  40  lbs. 

Smoked  Cod  . 

. . .  14  lbs. 

Cocktail  Shrimps  . 

...  100  tins 

100  tins 
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